discovered and held against him? He had the feeling
that, without her realizing it, her plans were so calcu-
lated as to force him to say the word he was determined
not to say. Without repulsing him, with every appear-
ance, on the contrary, of doing her best to meet him,
she was taking refuge in the impossible. In a flash all
the danger of the present situation became clear to him,
and he realized that the moment for action had come,
To escape from it it was necessary to make a clean
break, and to do so now would be to gain time and
spare themselves much suffering; the very next morning
Catherine must elope with him. An hour's effort, a
month's acute discomfort, and all would be well. He
counted the money he had left. If Catherine had as
much the plan would be feasible. They would catch the
morning train and arrive the same evening at Thisy.
That would be the ticklish part of the programme. He
saw himself ringing at his grandmother's door, arid
imagined her amazement when she recognized
Catherine. It would be too late, though, for her to
refuse to take her in. He himself would return to
Paris. There would be a tremendous scandal, and a
very simple outcome: marriage. His father would give
him the allowance he had promised, two or three
thousand francs; Madame de Laignes could hardly
refuse to give less. They would be poor, but they would
not starve.
He stated his resolve in categorical terms; Catherine
replied immediately. But since the morning her health
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